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The Tapline 
S p r i n g  2 0 1 8 I n d i a n a  M a p l e  S y r u p  A s s o c i a t i o n 

The third annual Maple Weekend was held 
March 10-11, and eight sugarmakers 
throughout the state participated this year: 
 

¶ Beachlerôs Sugar Bush, Claypool 

¶ Harris Sugar Bush, Greencastle 

¶ Hinkle-Garton Farmstead, Bloomington 

¶ Maple Cliff Farm, Waveland 

¶ Maplewood Farms, Brownsville 

¶ Sweet Tree Farms, Wabash 

¶ Rutherford Sugar Camp, New Castle 

¶ Zimmerman Sugar Bush, Argos 
 
Interest and attendance is increasing each 
year, thanks to word of mouth and advertis-
ing on the IMSA website and Facebook 
page. Rutherford Sugar Camp had approxi-

mately 175 visitors, which was a significant 
increase from last yearôs attendance.     
Visitors came from Anderson, Arlington, 
Avon, Centerville, Edinburg, Frankton,   
Lapel, Greenfield, Indianapolis, Lafayette, 
Las Vegas, Manilla, Markleville, Muncie, 
Middletown, New Castle, Pendleton,  
Southport, Springport, Terre Haute, and 
Yorktown. One visitor was from Tlaxcala, 

Mexico. Dave Hamilton said, ñOne guy 
stopped who had been in the eastern part of 
the state and remarked that I had signs out 
everywhere! Upon questioning I discovered 
that he had been near Kevin Hart's place.ò  
 

Silas Beachler reported that the crowd at his 
open house has increased by about 100 
people each year. This year the Beachlerôs 
hosted approximately 300 people and served 
complimentary pancakes and sausage, with 
maple syrup of course! Samples of cotton 
candy were also provided. 
 
One couple at Art and Becky Harrisôs event 
came from Texas to visit their daughter in 
Carmel. They intentionally drive to Indiana 
over Maple Weekend to get their maple ñfix.ò 
This was their second year for doing so. Last 
year they had originally planned to drive to 
Maine during the maple season but ruled 
that out given the distance from Texas and 
the potential for hazardous winter driving 
weather.  
 
Continued on p. 6. 
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2018 Maple Weekend by Eric Lee 

Syrup for sale at the Hinkle-Garton 

Farmstead during Maple Weekend. 

Welcome sign at Maple Cliff 

Farm near Waveland. 
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As I write this column on March 21, it is spring accord-
ing to the calendar; but with freezing temperatures and 
four inches of snow, it is still winter. At any rate, by the 
time you read this, the maple season will be over in the 
Hoosier state, and we can reflect on the season past. 
We all can probably make some changes to our opera-
tions to make the process more efficient and less labor 
consuming. Look elsewhere in this issue for a glimpse 
of the Indiana maple season. 
 
If you have not previously participated in Maple Week-
end, I encourage you to consider signing up for next 
year. For the price of two gallons of syrup, you will get 
a liability sign, some road signs, and great exposure on 
social media. The registration cost is minimal compared 
to the amount of syrup you will sell to visitors. Kevin 
Hart, who is the chairman of Maple Weekend, is doing 
a great job of promoting this event. The number of visi-

tors at my sugar camp more than quadrupled over last 
year. 
 
Canning day is the next IMSA event, and information can 
be found below. The more people who participate, the less 
work each has to do. Art and Becky Harris open up their 
attractive sugar camp for IMSA members to bottle about 
600 gallons of maple syrup for the fair. I will be recovering 
from knee surgery and probably will not be of much help, 
which is what some think about my past efforts anyway! 
 
Also in this issue you will have an opportunity to sign up to 
volunteer at the Indiana State Fair. Please give this some 
serious thought as everyone who participates enjoys the 
experience. I hope to see you at Canning Day and at the 
state fair. 

Message from the President by Dave Hamilton 

2018 State Fair Volunteers 
The 2018 Indiana State Fair runs from August 3 to   
August 19. This is the only event that the IMSA partici-
pates in to raise funds for the organization. The pro-
ceeds from the syrup and confections sold make it  
possible to keep the annual dues low, to subsidize the 
annual meeting meal, to provide maple experts as 
speakers at the annual meeting, and to support educa-
tional institutions that promote maple syrup. Please 
consider volunteering at the IMSA Sugar Shack in the 
Pioneer Village. The shack is open from 9 am to 9 pm 
each day of the fair. Volunteers will be reimbursed for 

the admission price and parking cost. Also, a small stipend is 
provided for food. It is best if you can wear pioneer attire 
while helping out at the fair. It is a great experience, and you 
will meet a lot of people from all over the world at the same 
time as promoting the Hoosier maple industry.  
 
Contact Dave Hamilton prior to July 20 to volunteer. He 
can be reached at dave@rutherfordsugarcamp.com or (765) 
836-4432.   

2018 Canning Day 

 

Saturday, May 19 
 

Harris Sugar Bush 
999 E County Road 325N 
Greencastle, IN 46135 

 
IMSA sells approximately 600 gallons of maple syrup at 
the Indiana State Fair. These sales are the associationôs 
major source of funding. The syrup is purchased in bulk 
and then bottled in various sizes. With that much syrup 
to bottle in one day, plenty of help is needed. Be a part 
of the crew as we fill the containers, attach labels, rack 
the jugs for cooling, pack cases for delivery to the      
fairgrounds, and clean up. Volunteers are also needed 
to transport and store the syrup jugs until setup day at 
the state fair. Thereôs a job for everyone. Come for the 
entire day if you can, but even a few hours are helpful as 
many hands make for light and enjoyable work. 
 
Participating in Canning Day is a great time to visit with 
fellow IMSA members, catch up on the latest industry 
news, hear how the 2018 season went around the state, 

 

pick up new ideas for bottling operations in your own sugar-
house, and tour one of the largest maple syrup operations in 
the state. 
 
Setup begins first thing in the morning at 9 am, and bottling 
continues until finished, usually around 4 pm. 
 
A potluck lunch will be held at noon. Meat dishes and drinks 
will be provided. Bring a salad, side dish, or dessert to share, 
along with your own plate, cup, and table service. 
 
To help with planning for this event and the meal, please 
notify Ron Burnett by May 14 if you will be participating 
in Canning Day. Ron can be reached at (765) 537-2375 or 
ronburnett88@gmail.com. 
 
For information about overnight accommodations in the 
Greencastle area, contact the Art and Becky Harris at (765) 
653-5108 or aharris@joink.com. Also, visit the Putnam 
County Visitors Bureau at http://GoPutnam.com/stay. 
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Twin Lakes Camp Begins Sugarinô 
Twin Lakes Camp is situated on 210 acres of scenic 
property near Hillsboro in Fountain County. As its name 
suggests, the camp has two lakes. This camp and confer-
ence center opened in 1950 for the purpose of providing 
campers with a safe, challenging, and enjoyable adven-
ture and educational experience in the great outdoors. 
 
Ashley Nierman is the Outdoor Education Coordinator at 
Twin Lakes and also an IMSA member. To assist Ashley 
in educating campers about the process of making maple 
syrup from sap gathered on the property, IMSA donated 

an evaporator made by Sunrise Metal to the camp. On    
January 22, Dave Hamilton, Melvin Hawks, and Becky    
Harris made the trip to Hillsboro to deliver the evaporator ï 
just in time for the 2018 sugaring season. With the assis-
tance of Tyler Pressley, the campôs caretaker, the evapora-
tor was quickly unloaded and set up for operation. 
 

What a little beauty! The brand spanking new Sunrise Metal 

evaporator is ready to boil! 

Becky Harris, Tyler Pressley, Ashley Nierman, and Melvin Hawks. 

Dave Hamilton is hiding behind the camera. 

Easy does it! Tyler Pressley unloads the new evaporator. 


